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SERENADE SOIL is the
first soil fungicide based
on the patented active

ingredient Bacillus subtilis
strain QST 713. In 2010, SER-
ENADE SOIL fungicide will
be available in the U.S. for
growers needing protection
against profit-robbing soil dis-
eases such as Rhizoctonia,
Fusarium, Pythium and Phy-
tophthora in potatoes, toma-
toes and cucurbits. Applied at
planting, SERENADE SOIL
quickly builds a disease protec-
tion zone around the seed. As
the seedling grows, the benefi-
cial bacteria in SERENADE
SOIL continue to grow, at-
taching themselves to the
roots of the plant, expanding
the disease protection zone,
resulting in higher-yielding
fields and better quality fruits
and vegetables. 

“Proven over the past several
years in numerous lab studies,
field trials and large-scale
grower demos, SERENADE
SOIL delivers on our commit-
ment to bring growers unique
tools that deliver on AgraQue-
st’s promises: performance,
flexibility and value,” said
Ashish Malik, Senior Vice
President of Global Market-
ing. 

Three years of investigation
have demonstrated that plants
treated with SERENADE
SOIL fungicide are stronger,
healthier, and are shown to de-
liver average yield increases of
two to four tons of potatoes
per acre. The strong yield re-

sults delivered by SERE-
NADE SOIL are based on the
diverse and unique activities of
the B. subtilis strain QST 713
in the soil.

The portfolio of Serenade pro-
vides growers with a unique
solution for unmet needs in
the food production value
chain as a highly effective
fungicide and bactericide which
can also be sprayed shortly be-
fore harvest. Additionally, Ser-
enade provides growers with
an excellent fungicide resis-
tance management tool: the
Fungicide Resistance Action
Committee (FRAC) recently
added Serenade to its list of
approved products. Growers
also gain access to high-value
markets with strict pesticide
residue restrictions due to
Serenade’s exemption from
residue tolerances.

“Serenade is an innovative
bio-fungicide that offers a
novel solution to farmers bat-
tling crop diseases,” says
Markus Heldt, head of BASF’s

global crop protection divi-
sion. “Serenade is an ideal fit
with our existing line of fungi-
cide products and will play an
important role in BASF’s
spray programs.”

BASF will distribute two ready
formulations, the liquid Sere-
nade® ASO and the wettable
powder Serenade® MAX.
“We are very pleased to be
partnering with BASF to de-
velop Serenade” said
AgraQuest CEO Marcus
Meadows-Smith. “Serenade
has become a market leader in
several crops and markets.
BASF’s reputation and exten-
sive global sales network will
dramatically expand the
awareness and use of Sere-
nade, benefiting both growers
and consumers. We are con-
vinced that BASF is the com-
pany best positioned to devel-
op spray programs including
Serenade that will deliver en-
hanced disease control, as well
as the flexibility of resistance
management, shorter pre-har-
vest and restricted-entry inter-

vals, and lower regulated
residues.”

The patented active ingredient
in Serenade, Bacillus subtilis
strain QST 713, is registered as
a fungicide in 25 countries and
has obtained Annex 1 listing in
the EU. Serenade has proven
its broad spectrum disease
control on over 50 crops
through 6,000 field trials
worldwide.

BASF’s initial focus will be to
launch Serenade in Brazil, the
world’s largest fungicide mar-
ket, and obtain registrations in
Germany, Austria, Nether-
lands, and Belgium, as well as
expand global sales on ba-
nanas. n
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BASF and AgraQuest Announce Agreement for the Bio-fungicide Serenade®

Serenade Gives Growers New Opportunity for Disease Control

BASF and AgraQuest Inc have entered into a license, supply and distribution agreement for Serenade®, a lead-
ing bio-fungicide product with highly effective disease control. The deal will allow BASF to distribute existing
Serenade products. The parties have agreed not to disclose financial terms. The agreement gives BASF rights to
Serenade for foliar and drench applications in agricultural crops in many countries throughout Europe, Africa,
Middle East, Asia and Latin America. These rights include exclusive distribution in countries not covered by ex-
isting AgraQuest partnerships. Growers will see many benefits from the partnership.


